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The number of drops of water contained in all the
seas of the globe, is estimated by oceanographic
science at about thirteen hundred millions of cubic
centimeters. Let us try to decompose this figure. A
cubic centimeter contains a thousand millions of
cubic meters, and a cubic meter, in its turn, contains
a thousand million cubic millimeters.

Our imagination pauses in consternation. Yet the
matter in question concerns only our own planet, a mere
drop of water or mud in the economy of the universe.

Here is another example: It has been discovered
that infinitesimal quantities of metallic salts corre-
sponding to a ten millionth of a milligramme per
quart still act upon lactic fermentation. Now, in a
quart of fermenting milk, there are about a hundred
thousand millions of cells. The result is that we have
to deal with fractions of grammes in which there
would be twenty-five noughts!

The boldest calculation dares not approach certain
operations. Vertigo or utter lack of comprehension
thus brings our reflections to a close.

So the idea of the infinite is deepened and broadened
in every direction. As fast as our comprehension
embraces more and more impenetrable horizons, it
finds itself compelled to admit experimentally the
reality of incomprehensible forces and the existence of
an unknown Power, whose grandeur and whose depth,
surpassing the most stupendous resources of our intel-
lect, command Faith, because in their indefinite form,
they arise only from our Faith.

Behind the inconceivable world of the present,
there lies one still more inaccessible to our mind, the
world of yesterday, the world of incalculable ages
already past and of incalculable ages to come.